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1962 ORRRC Report

Wilderness Hearings

Caves were considered important potential
wilderness resources.

“It is apparent that special study is needed
to develop suitable definitions for these
recreation resources, which can be applied
in survey and management efforts.”




The Wilderness Act of 1964

A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own
works dominate the Iandscape is hereby recognlzed as an area

wilq
und man and h/s own works dominate

landscape, is hereby recognized as an arealfion,
wh ural
corfwhere the earth and its community of life are fcted

practlcable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condltlon and
(4) may also contain ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.




What 1s Cave Wilderness?




Existing
Cave Wilderness Definitions

Underground wilderness consists of cave systems that generally appear to have been
Watson & §

- Vilgerne <Ih . . ire ;
dUnderground wilderness is that portion of aj

cave or karst area, lying below the surface of
the earth, which meets the requirements of | emoe

the Wilderness Act regarding value andfp"*
Impact on the observer.

freedom,

remoteness from the ordinary works of man. [men.

. Cave wilderness is a function of the difficulty of ingress/egress, travel within the cave
Millar )
and/or the feeling of remoteness from the surface.




What 1s Cave Wilderness?

None of these definitions have gained wide
acceptance. Difficulties lie in two areas.

= Lack of a clearly defined intent for a cave wilderness
designation,

= Predication of the definition of cave wilderness on the
1964 Wilderness Act definition of wilderness.

Among cavers does not have a clear meaning.




Defining Cave Wilderness
Criteria

Intent

Visionary Impact
Experiential Values
Scientific Values
Educational Component
Resource Protection
Access Issues




Defining Cave Wilderness
Criteria

To protect and guarantee a wilderness
experience.

— Elements of a cave wilderness experience

Sense of isolation, as defined by solitude and
remoteness

Sense of self-sufficiency

y It is important that people experience caves in a
aAj way that preserves them.




Defining a Concept

The definition of a concept results in the creation
of a mental image, the concept “symbolizes ideas
and meanings, and expresses an abstraction”
(Watson, 1979).

In defining the concept of cave wilderness, it is
necessary to consider not only the physical
conditions of the cave, but also two other
components of wilderness — the feelings evoked
when visiting the site and the stewardship goals
and objectives.




Cave Wilderness Detfinition
Rational

Recognizes the essential relationship between the
cave, its resources, and the user.

Recognizes that humans have a past, present,
and future history with caves.

Recognizes that scientific endeavor can be
intertwined with a wilderness experience.

An important component of this definition is the
incorporation of the ideas of exploration and
discovery.




Proposed Cave Wilderness Definition
Preamble

It is recognlzed that caves are valuable non- renewable resources, that

It is recognlzed that caves are valuable,
non-renewable resources; that wilderness
caves and other significant wild caves exist},
and are protected to preserve their

selt-sull recreational values, as well as scientific,
caves € .
wildernll €ducational, and cultural values, for the

proposq@ perpetual use, enjoyment, and benefit of all
recogni

be ope people.

discove

speleol

used for education, resource protection and stewardship, and other
additional beneficial purposes for all of humankind.




Cave Wilderness Defined

Proposed Definition

Those cave and cave passages exhibiting
exceptional scientific and cultural resources,
and wilderness qualities. These sites display a
high degree of wildness, in which the physical
structure and ecological systems are largely
unimpacted by humans and in which there is a
sense of remoteness from the ordinary activities
and works of humans.




Cave Wilderness Defined

Proposed Definition

It is further defined to mean those caves & cave passages
iIn whichesiguwardshio . shall oraiect tng a=LasSQLLces, its
wilded1) seeks to Ilimit the impact of humank heks to
limit Luisitation, including exploration, discovery andbration,
discd It is further defined to mean those caves and| seeks
to pjcave passages in which stewardship shallld self-
suffig protect the cave resources, its wildernessjerness
expe]values, and future discoveries; and i other
scie - Istoric
conn scientific research act|V|t|es nce of
histo detract
from ™ me - cave s whone T T TE Xperence is
acceptable; and 5) surface activities shall be managed to
protect the cave resources and wilderness qualities.




We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
Through the unknown, unremembered gate

When the last of earth left to discover Is that
which was the beginning.

T. S. Eliot
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